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Under Chapter 170 “Wild Animals Protection Ordinance”, it is an offence to
take, possess, wilfully disturb, sell or export any part of a sea turtle and its
nest or egg. Offenders are liable to a maximum fine of $100,000 and 1 year
imprisonment. Besides, Sham Wan of Lamma Island has been designated as a
Restricted Area under Chapter 170. Any person who enters into or stays within
this area without a permit within the period from 1 June to 31 October shall be
liable to a maximum fine of $50,000.
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?.. Sea Turtle Conservation Measures
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Before the onset of nesting season each year, management works are carried
out in the nesting site at Sham Wan. These include removal of weeds which
hinder turtles coming ashore to nest, regular monitoring of the site conditions
and collection of refuse on the beach etc.
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During the nesting season, AFCD nature
wardens regularly conduct day-time as
well as night-time patrol at Sham Wan of

Lamma Island to protect nesting turtles

and their eggs. A SREEERE Y BFEEITE
Nature wardens patrol in Sham Wan of
Lamma Island
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Turtle with satellite

To identify the migratory routes of the nesting transmitter attached

green turtles, AFCD has commenced satellite tracking

programme of green turtles since 2002. According to the
satellite tracking record,
in 2003 and 2008, the
same female green turtle
(named as HK2) migrated
to its foraging ground
in Dao Bach Long Vi, a
small island in the marine
protected areain Vietnam,
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Satellite tracking of 'HK2" in 2003 and 2008

(Maptool @ seaturtle.org) nesting in Sham Wan.
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On occasions that turtle eggs are threatened by external environmental factors
in the natural nesting beach, e.g. inundation due to heavy rainfall, artificial
incubation of the eggs would be undertaken to enhance the hatching success.
Since 1998, over 600 hatchlings from artificial incubation have been released to
Sham Wan.
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We trust that support and cooperation from the public is of utmost importance
in sea turtle conservation. In this connection, AFCD nature wardens regularly
visit villages on Lamma Island, dispatch leaflets and post notices to arouse the
awareness of villagers and visitors in protecting sea turtles.
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Garbage and weeds in Sham Wan are periodically removed by volunteers

to maintain the well-being of Sham Wan beach as a nesting ground for
the green turtles.
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Throughout the years, AFCD has been receiving public reports on sea turtle
sighting or stranding. This information can facilitate proper rescue or enforcement
action taken by AFCD. You can report any sea turtle sightings by calling 1823.
Public engagement and cooperation is indispensable in sea turtle conservation!

& Enquiries
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Agrlculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
Wetland and Fauna Conservation Division
(Monitoring Section)

Hbik Address NEEDEBE=ZOC=RE P ERFEBELE

7/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices,
303 Cheung Shan Wan Road, Kowloon

EHEENS Fax 1 2377 4427

B H E-mail faunaeng@afcd.gov.hk
498 Website:  http://www.afcd.gov.hk
EARE % Hotline - 1823
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?‘.. Sea Turtle in Hong Kong
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The ancestry of sea turtles can be traced back over 110 million years during
Cretaceous or Jurassic Period.
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Among the 7 sea turtle species in the world, 5 species are recorded in Hong Kong.
They are green turtle (Chelonia mydas), leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea),
olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea), loggerhead (Caretta caretta)

and hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata). Green turtle is most

commonly spotted and the only species that nests at Sham

Wan of Lamma Island in Hong Kong from time to time.
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@ Green Turtle
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Due to the green colour of its body fat, green turtle is thus named as “GREEN"
turtle.
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Adult green turtle has a carapace length ranges from 80 to 120 cm and weighs
about 300 kg. The carapace is broad and oval-shaped, olive to dark brown in
colour. The feet are modified into flippers.
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Green turtles are omnivorous. Adults feed mainly on seagrass and seaweed
and occasionally some marine invertebrates such as sponge, jellyfish, squid
and shrimp in coastal waters. Hatchlings and juveniles prefer small marine
invertebrates.
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In Hong Kong, nesting season of green turtle lasts from June to October. Mature
green turtles travel hundreds to thousands of kilometres from feeding grounds
to the shallow waters off the natal beach for mating. After mating, female
comes ashore at night to make nest and lay 3-7 clutches of eggs, each clutch
laid at an interval of 12 to 14 days, in a nesting season. Each clutch size is about
100 eggs. The same female can only lay eggs every few years. Eggs are white
and in the size of Ping-Pong balls. After nesting, female turtle crawls back to the
sea, leaving its eggs and tracks on the beach.
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?‘..‘ Life cycle of Green Turtle
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Adult feeds on seagrass, seaweed,
occasionally fish and marine
NEBEERRAINNE invertebrates.
Juvenile feeds on fish eggs
and invertebrates.
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The feeding ground and
nesting site of green turtles can
be hundreds or even thousands

kilometers apart.
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Hatching takes 50 to
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After 15-30 years.
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Mating at shallow
waters off nesting site.
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60 days. Laying eggs in natal beach.
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Female green turtle Crawling tracks left by Turtle eggs H’Qﬁﬁ@ .
making nest the female turtle Size comparison between

hatchling and adult turtle

W BEEEHEE

?‘.. Threats to Sea Turtle
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High speed vessel or its propellers can cause trauma or even death to sea turtles.
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Ghost nets in the sea can entangle sea turtles, making them drown to death.
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Beach development, recreational activities or light may deter the female turtles
from coming ashore to nest. Moreover, intense light can disorient the turtle
hatchlings from crawling into the sea, causing deaths to the hatchlings.
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Debris accumulated ashore hinders movement of nesting turtles and
hatchlings.
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@ Protection of Sea Turtle by International
?  Treaty and Local Laws
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Sea turtles are highly endangered species and listed under Appendix | of CITES
(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora). In Mainland China, it is scheduled as “Class Il Protected Animal” in the
“List of State Key Protected Wildlife in China”.
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Under Chapter 586 “Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants
Ordinance”, any person who imports/exports/possesses a sea turtle or its egg,
shall be liable to a maximum fine of $5,000,000 and an imprisonment for 2
years.



