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COMMODORE’S LETTER

Chris Pooley

Commodore

This famous quote from the opening chapter
of Alice in Wonderland occurred to me while
on an overseas trip as I set out to write this letter
covering CNY and the new Rabbit Year watching
the publisher’s deadline receding in the rear view
mirror !

After three years coping with all the frustrations
of Covid restrictions would that the coming
Rabbit could usher in all the fun and joy of the
Wonderland that Alice found.

The year should start auspiciously enough, given
the Festivities lined up by the Club to see out the
Tiger and welcome in the softer tone of the Rabbit.
See the GM’s letter for some tempting descriptions
of what lies in store with details of the Club closure
during CNY-----aside from the informal opening
of the Waglan Bar on a DIY basis. Volunteers
encouraged to help out.

The old calendar year was seen out in style
during December with the usual events well
supported by members and guests. The Southside
Regatta attracted a large fleet of 103 dinghies
competing in tricky conditions with light winds
vying with strong tides as many young sailors found
to their cost. Ah, the learning experience.......

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

The Year of the Rabbit

Oh Dear! Oh Dear! I shall be late.
[muttered the White Rabbit as Alice
followed him down the rabbit hole......]

[Lewis Carroll ---1865]

All well handled by the regular experienced RO’s.
Closely followed after Waglan 6 by Commodore’s
Drinks on Middle Island, while the second half of
the month was filled by a cornucopia of F&B events
culminating in the Boogie Woogie NYE Party.

One much anticipated event missing from those
celebrations was the entry into service of the two
new ferries. Nothing tangibly amiss, I'm glad to say,
only a continuing number of new administrative
hoops set by officialdom through which our
Marine staff had to jump-----with uncomplaining
perseverance. All being well the entry into service
will be a fitting New Year’s gift to members.

Following the CNY celebrations sailors, runners
and volunteers will have the chance to enjoy what
appears will be the return to normal of the Cub’s
famed Four Peaks Race over the coldest weekend
of the season on 4" and 5" of February. Having
said that, we may have to face the imposition of
some Covid-related requirements prior to entry.
Competitors will be well briefed beforehand.

My last letter referred to the “beginnings of the
pinch of inflationary pressures”. That has proven
to be the case but so far the impact remains largely
under control. It has however been necessary
to increase the subscription [after several static
years] by a modest 4.7%, a cost borne evenly by
all members. I trust all members will understand
the need------- that the Club must operate on a
financially sound basis is fundamental. The GM
has explained in detail how the impact is being
handled, and constrained in general, in his Article
this month, q.v.

This edition should reach members during the
first week of 2023 an appropriate time to wish all
members a Happy, much improved, New Year and
Kung Hei Fat Choi to follow.



ABC Junk for Hire ;

Available for Parties, Day Trips and
Water Sports E .

T
= i — i o = —-r-_—-_--—*::‘.,:.-. = E— s :I-

- . Picture by Fragrant Harbour _

Pick-up at ABC, Central pier, Causeway Bay or TST public Daytime: 9am - 5pm
pier. The ABC can prov.lde food and beverag.es including a Night-time: 6pm - 11pm
range of hot and cold dishes, desserts and drinks.

Email fnb@abclubhk.com Monday - Friday: $5,800

Rental of speedboats, banana boats and water ski can be Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays: $6,800
arranged via Freely Marine Services at 9276 2932.

BOOKINGS - For junk booking please contact the Receptionist on 2552 8182 via booking@abclubhk.com

THE CLUB WILL CLQSE
HALF DAY ON 21%,
AND ALL DAY ON 22" AND 23"...
BUT!!!

During that time, the Club will have a limited service on offer by openiné the
“Waglan Pub” (ask me if you do not know why I call it “Pub”), from 10:00am to
18:00; this could be extended if we have more help than usual. Music, Good$pirif,
Fun, Drinks and DIY BBQ will be available, either from our selection or bring your

* own food and cook it on our BBQ, which will 8be acceptable only on this occasion.

There will be a few Members of the Committee helping the GM on these two
days, to attend to your wishes and pleasure (the latter also limited, please). On that
note, should you suddenly develop an irresistible urge to practice your bartending,
cooking or dishwashing skills while being abused by customers, do contact me
directly, and I will assign you a time and a duty for Sunday and Monday.

As stated above, the more the merrier and the longer we can keep the party going
the better — so volunteers please sign up at genman@abclubhk.com

HORIZONS - 2023/1-2
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GENERAL MANAGER’S LETTER

Philippe de Manny
General Manager

FESTIVITIES

CHINESE NEW YEAR
“THE YEAR OF THE RABBIT”
21%, 22", 23" and 24™ JANUARY 2023

Checking online information on the Chinese
Zodiac, I find: “Rabbit is a tame and tender animal,
and swift in move. People born in the Year of the
Rabbit usually have soft and tender personality
traits. They keep a modest attitude and maintain a
pleasant relationship to people around. They will
not be irritated easily, and they also avoid quarrels
as much as possible.” This sounds like me in all
aspects.

The 2023 Chinese New Year's celebrations will
start on Saturday 21 January in the evening, and
last until Wednesday 25. The Club will continue
its tradition of letting the Staff (Ooops!!! - to
be politically correct these days, I should say our
colleagues) go after lunch on Saturday 21 to enjoy
two and half days of family celebrations for the new
year. Our business will resume on Tuesday 23, with
the normal service of breakfast at 8:30am.

NEW CNY CELEBRATION IN THE CLUB:
THE “LANTERN FESTIVAL”

Sunday 5 February, 2023 is the 15" day of
Chinese New Year and official end of the festivities.
A lion dance, lantern parade and traditional food
festival will make this cold Sunday evening warmer.

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

CHINESE
NEW YEAR

year of the cabbilt

The Club will be illuminated by a myriad floating
and flying lanterns, a buffet of traditional Chinese
festival food will be served in the evening, a
selection of Chinese wines and spirits will available
to sample, without forgetting the array of Chinese
sweets — Ba Bao Fan, Tang Yuan, Sesame Peanut
Brittle, Ning Gao, Ma Lai Go, Jian Dui and Tan Tart,
to name a few.

Come along, and celebrate the end of Chinese
New Year, by entering the lantern parade around
the club after dinner. The best homemade lantern
and best traditional costume prices will be awarded
do not be shy and make the celebration full of joy
and noise for an auspicious year of the Rabbit.

On Saturday 4 February — the day before, make
your lantern in the playground. We will provide
material, you must provide your creativity: build
your lantern and parade with it the next day.




VALENTINE’S DAY

Surely, I do not need to give you the date, but
remember to have your date sorted; the Club will as
usual be there for you — and if you lack extra ideas
to make her or his day special, let me share with you
20 Valentine’s tips (I have far more in fact) reflecting
French romanticism skill:

1. Leave your love sticky notes at night all over the
house, so she or he knows you think of her or
him even while she — or he - sleeps.

2. Play a game of twisters before bedtime, and let
your imagination flow from there.

3. Create your couple’s cocktail, ask us to make it
and serve you as a “surprise”.

4. Putrose petals on the bed, unless she or he is an
obsessive-compulsive germophobic.

5. A sunset dinner cruise will take you further than
the cruise itself, trust me.

6. Take a pottery class and recreate the movie
Ghost, for the die-hard romantic.

7. Take a walk holding hands after a movie (best
suits amorous cheapskates).

8. Tell each other why you fell in love with one
another; lie if you must, but say something or
you are out of the game.

9. Write each other a love letter (for the intellectuals).

10. Fill the house with candles, if you are dating a
fireman.

11. Watch the sunset with a picnic basket; that works
any day anyway

12. Watch your favourite romantic movie with sweet
popcorn, for a cozy homebody lifestyle moment.

13. Get a couples massage and hold hands while
feeling relaxed.

14. For sweet-toothed suitors: share chocolate-
covered strawberries on a balcony, and compare
their taste to your life as a couple.

15. Create and share a Spotify music playlist of your
shared lifetime (for modern couples).

16. Recreate your first date, if you can remember; if

not, avoid at all costs, as she — or even he — will
remember.

17. Slow dance to your couple’s song, in public, to
show the world what is unconditional shameless
love, and how much you practiced not stepping
on her or his feet.

18. Eat breakfast in bed; I mean, make him or her
breakfast in bed and maybe stay in bed the
whole day.

19. Start a couple’s bucket list — and do not wait too
long, life is short, especially with the loved one.

But first and foremost, book the Aberdeen Boat
Club Valentine’s romantic dinner, for an evening
featuring our in-house pianist David Robinson and
our most loving waiter Thomas. That will save you
a lot of trouble — and make her or his night another
lasting memory of your wonderful times together.

STAFF PARTY

This year, the Staff Party will again take place at
the Regal Hotel Causeway Bay, on 13 February. On
that day, the Club will close after lunch, to re-open
the next day with sore heads and aching bodies.

I take this opportunity to thank all the members
who contributed to the Staff Gratuity 2023, as part of
it goes into the Staff party fund and part goes to the
yearly extra bonus in the form of Lai See.

As a reminder, the Staff Gratuity fund is financed
through your voluntary donations in December,
and as well as the spring dinner and party serves
to sponsor staff s long-term development and the
short-term assistance program that started in 2009
at the ABC. This program is designed to support the
well-being and encourage the development of ABC
staft. It was developed to create a caring working
environment by assisting staff in achieving career
targets, enjoying important moments in their lives
and easing the burden of any financial crisis. Some
of the best stories about support from the club are
medical support for Steven Ng, and further studies
for Henry Howie and Kathy, which have worked out
well for both the Club and them.

Lastly, as stated above, the gratuities also
determine the Lai See we give to our staff on your
behalf, and serve to replace once a year any tips given
in other places on a regular basis.

HORIZONS - 2023/1-2
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GENERAL MANAGER’S LETTER

NEW YEAR HOUSE
KEEPING RANTS

NEW CLUB PRICES

Membership entrance fees have been increased
since 1 January, and the new prices are published on
our webpage for new members’ perusal.

Subscriptions have gone up this year, after being
frozen on and off during the COVID period. The
monthly due is now HK$1,550.00, as approved at
the November 2022 General Committee Meeting.

A Junk trip will cost you on weekdays HK$5,800;
and on weekends and public holidays HK$6,800.

On the good news side, the building levy,
minimum food and beverage, towel, and parking
labels remain unchanged, Food and Beverage prices
will only see a slight increase for some items that
have insidiously become expensive (onion, garlic,
eggs, milk, cereal, butter ... in fact practically
everything used in cooking); but trust the F&B
team, they will do their best to keep the general
inflation burden at bay this year.

CAR PARK LABEL RENEWAL AND TIRADE
You must all have
received by now Cobo’s
yearly reminder of the
automatic parking label
renewal, together with
5 s " anew 2023 label. If
you are yet to display
it on your windscreen,
please do so now as
2022 labels are obsolete
and will not allow you access to the car park, nor do
older versions (yes, I know it sounds strange, but
2022 labels are not valid in 2023).

I must remind you that labels must be visible
not hidden, displayed on the windscreen, not
duplicated, nor shared with non-members or staff —
and most of all displayed with pride and honour as
you would do with other prestigious clubs.

If the car you drive in is not the car registered

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

with us, you will be charged for an automatic extra
label as stated in the Club’s regulations. Obviously,
nothing is black or white and if you need assistance,
for example as your registered car may be being
serviced, a phone call prior to a breach of rules may
resolve any issues and avoid lots of embarrassment
for both of us. We have again started to clamp
abusers, and whether a member or not, once
clamped it will cost you HK$250 to be freed.

Lastly, please park within the lines — and if you
scratch another vehicle, please do not drive away,
CCTVs are all over the place.

Parking access reminder, since 2020:

 Each member can apply for a maximum of five
car park permits.

» Weekdays, every member can have two cars
parked at the c=Club.

» Weekends and public holidays, each member is
restricted to only one car with one valid permit

Cost of the label
1" and primary label HK$2,000; and subsequent
labels are HK$1,000 each

Guest parking fee

This fee has increased from HK$50 day to
HK$100, and must be booked with our reception
prior to arrival. It will be charged to your account.
A guest parking is for non-members who are
friends of yours, and using the facilities. It is not
cheap parking for staff, or friends while going
shopping in our new malls nearby and the new one
to come. Also, a Member is not allowed to use guest
parking; as strange as it may sound, guest parking is
for guests of members, not for members.

MEMBERSHIP CARD USAGE (OR MISUSAGE)

Too many Members, particularly boat owners,
are giving their Membership cards to their staff, in
order for them to run and open the gate when the
boss comes to the Club and boards a boat.

As inconvenient as it may be (as I have been
told), this is not allowed under Club rules, and we
will be actively chasing offenders. The first time, a
gentle reminder will suffice, we believe; but should
we see this practice continuing, the access card



will be deactivated without warning, and only re-
instated by the discipline committee if they see fit.

The membership card is just as precious as your
HKID card, and I am sure you would not give your
ID card to anyone. Please do respect your Club,
even or especially if you only use us as pontoon
access.

RING TONES SEASON

The Club was reminded at the last AGM that
loud ringing and usage of phones have been heard
and seen again, all over our outlets. May I remind
you that phones and every other possible electronic
device must be switched to silent before entering
the Club.

Should you have to answer your phone while
enjoying a supposedly relaxing time for all, please
isolate yourself in order to keep your surrounding
and fellow diners’ experience unspoiled by
unwanted discussions and cacophony. Our staff will
remind you of the rules, so please be as courteous
as they are. When approached, if you consider the
attitude unjustified or rude do not hesitate to come
to me in any way possible, and I shall act according
to the situation.

I apologise if these reminders sound like ranting
to some, but if they touch or hurt your feelings,
it might well be that you are the offender of Club
rules. These only address some issues we had to deal
with in 2022, affecting other members who also
have the right to be protected and enjoy the Club.

IN CLOSING THE GM’S RANTS

We trust that 2023 will be considerably
smoother than 2022, less letters will have to be sent
to members, less need for the discipline committee
to be called - and, especially, no more police reports
will be filed.

If you’re unsure about Club rules, do have a
quick look at our bye laws on the website:

https://www.abclubhk.com/upload/
Membership/2020/ABC_Bye-Laws_2020.pdf
Or call me at 2553 3231,
send me a WhatsApp: 9019 9369
or an email: genman@abclubhk.com

AGM

SHORT SUMMARY

A smooth and fast yearly meeting opened
nearly on time, with a quorum of 26 members.
The entire procedure lasted 23 minutes, before the
Commodore opened the floor for Q&A.

There were questions about having an early
sampan service on weekends, T3 service in the
Typhoon shelter, stopping members on boats being
anti-social and noisy; and management will have
alook at these issues in the coming months. The
most interesting question was about representation
of ladies and youth in committees — and to say the
least there is a real lack of a feminine touch in what
we are doing, this was collectively agreed.

One point that came out of the discussion
is the perception and understanding of how to
get in committees. This is duly explained in our
Memorandum or articles, and provisions for all the
requests are included. To sum up in a few lines: any
title member is entitled to apply to be elected, and
his or her spouse can if they wish offer assistance
if they have an urgent issue with some areas of the
Club, and may approach the management who will
direct the request to join as a co-opted member to
the respective chairman, who will then officially
invite or meet with the person in order to attend to
their requests and decide to co-opt them.

So ladies and young members of the Club (as
yes, you are all members even if you are not the
title member): do contact me and I shall start the
process. The more the merrier, and certainly the
better; we may serve the entire membership with
your input. I look forward to hearing from you.

HORIZONS - 2023/1-2
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Lastly, another point of interest was made about
the Club communications, with a view that we
should have a better social media presence. Again,
what is missing here is the communication about
our communication medias; a case of the dog biting
his own tail. There is always a need to improve
social media, particularly these days, but there is
also the wish to be part of these social media. In the
end, the Club has an extensive but targeted social
media presence; and yes we are not in the face of
people, unlike other Clubs, as we pride ourself in
protecting your right not to be annoyed by all this
communication pollution, which may be often
based on ego and feelings and less on facts. Now
please see the list of communication tools the Club
has for you, to make you aware of what is going on,
and it remains your choice whether to join or not.

CLUB ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION SOCIAL
MEDIA:

o E-NEWSLETTER sent twice a week by email, if
you elected to received it in your interview. Should
you wish to join now, send a message to Cobo with
your preferred email address, through which you
will receive our Thursday F&B “What's Cooking”
letter or Friday “Island Life” Middle Island
experience.

o WhatsApp accounts: there are many around,
such as dedicated to moorings, wine society, F&B
booking, sailing courses, ARA team.... Just ask and
we will direct you the to the account corresponding
to your needs.

« Have you seen our YouTube postings? You will
be impressed: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCCe3zLQxKEcls1p8Mnloc-w

« https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenBoatClub
Yes we have a Facebook page, mainly for sailing and
marine, but soon more general information will be
posted.

» We are on Twitter, but I must say that to avoid
posting silly messages like some very high profile
leaders this is not well used. Aberdeen Boat Club
(@ABCHongKong) / Twitter

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

« To check Big Boat Crew available and
wanted, please visit: https://www.abclubhk.com/
CrewAvailable.aspx

« If you're only interested in Middle Island, go to
https://www.abcmiddleisland.com/

THE ELECTION OF COMMITTEES

Having received seven nominations and one
from the floor for eight spaces available on the
General Committee 2023, the Commodore - after
asking the new nominees to take a few minutes to
introduce themselves — proposed to vote for them as
a block by show of hands. The following members
were unanimously re-elected and elected:

BARRY HILL
Vice-Commodore and Chairman of
Middle Island Development Committee

JAMES SMITH
Honorary Treasurer

CHRISTOPHER TUNG
Honorary Secretary

MARTIN GANZ
General Committee Member in
House and Building Committee

GEORGE DOYLE
General Committee Member in
House and Building Committee

TERENCE O’HOY
General Committee Member in
House and Building Committee

STEPHEN PERRET
General Committee Member in
Sailing and Marine Committee

FELIX MAK
General Committee Member in
Sailing and Marine Committee




MIDDLE ISLAND
PROGRESS

Town Hall Meeting No 8 was held on Saturday
19th November to provide an update on progress
for the Middle Island development.

A one hour presentation was conducted by our
Vice Commodore, Barry Hill and is now available
at: https://www.abclubhk.com/upload/About/MI_
Development/2022/THM-Presentation-19-Nov-
2022-Final.pdf

The presentation was followed by a one hour
Q&A Session which included many important
questions and observations by a very engaged and
enthusiastic audience. A summary of this session
is available at: https://www.abclubhk.com/upload/
About/MI_Development/2022/Questions-and-
Answers-QA-no.-8th-THM-Town-Hall-Meeting---
BMH-Version-3.pdf

Apart from reminding Members of all that has
been done and achieved since 2011, when the
Building Levy was put in place, the presentation
addressed the new schematic design of the hard
stand modifications which had to be implemented
to protect the infamous Amphioxus and some tiny,
yet very rare coral discovered in 2018 and 2020.
The point to note is that the surface of the new hard
stand will remain nearly as planned but instead of
being a full reclamation, only 12% will be reclaimed
with the majority of the hard stand located on
piles. This considerably increases the cost, but we
have no choice. The Building Levy will continue
until the project is finished which at this moment
cannot be fully determined. What we know is that
the construction of the hard stand will commence
in 2026 and will take 2 years to complete. This will
provide the additional space we have been trying
to secure for 12 years. Between now and 2026
we will continue to work to achieve the right to

develop Middle Island by obtaining approval of
the Environmental Impact Assessment which will
allow the issue of the Environmental Permit for the

development. We plan to initiate our important
Scope and Cost Review in January 2024 to account
for the various changes which have been imposed
on us during the 4 year period of the environmental
study. The Section 12A submission for the approval
of Rezoning is scheduled for March 2025 and then
the last hurdle to achieve by December 2025 will
the approval of the Foreshore & Seabed Gazette for
a construction start in January 2026.

The outcome of the Scope and Cost Review will
allow the overall revised estimate to be completed
but, in the meantime, we have prepared an estimate
for Phase IIT A of the new hard stand which
amounts to $98 Million. Funding for this stage is
sourced from the Building Levy and a proportion
from entrance fees which is currently set at 30%.

To date we have raised $73.5 Million, and our
funding forecast shows that by December 2025 our
cash reserves will be sufficient to complete Phase
III A (hard stand and ramp). The current sourcing
of funds is assumed to continue until overall
completion. We will continue to provide regular
updates as future significant milestones in progress
are achieved.
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PANADOL FILE SIDE EFFECT U

Having created the Panadol file years ago, and (CSTB) under the new Permanent Secretary For
receiving so much feedback from members but Culture Sports and Tourism.
parti§ularly from reciproca‘l mel‘nbers,. I had them Less pressure for the old HAB, now renamed
et erocll saesi eyl dfd eajoy i inei as, well, Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB),
The danger with the PANADOL file is that, and who still has the control akin to Home
if used in excess it has side effects. The sarcasm Affairs Department (HAD), which department
and lighter approach of hot topics is in charge of our Club premises

compliance and performing
supervision ¢

involving high profile institutions,
the main ingredients in my

files, did actually fight back with
vengeance. Furthermore, despite
my regular overdose of indulging
rants and scorns disguised as
PANADOL, the headaches were
still coming back and nothing
seemed to be resolved. Therefore,
sorry aficionados, but the Panadol
files are dead; long live The Ostrich
Syndrome file - my new way of coping with
uncomfortable experiences faced in different

Save that the Fire Department
(FD), under HAD previously, has
now been allocated to another
bureau given to the Secretary of
Security. I nearly forgot: the Food,
Environmental and Hygiene
Department under the Secretary
for Environment and Ecology; and
to be honest I was never really sure
who was in charge before, at least this time I know.

situations, resulting in anxieties, fears and that Therefore, now to comply and register for
“Je ne sais quoi” of global non-sense. Oooops ! most of our licences we must refer to HAD under
here we go again, mind your language old man; HYAB, CSTB under CSTS and FD under SB, and
keep calm and bury your head in the sand. finally FEHD under the EEB.

Let’s open these files then, with the new Come on this is very clear and simple: HYAB,
organisation of our Recreational Business Leaders. SB, EEB and CSTB will prepare the policies to

be enforced by HAD, SCSTD (REALLY), FD

and FEHD. So, nothing new to us, just more
abbreviations, acronyms, or initialism to learn and
apply to the people we know but who changed

Not too long ago, when needing to have
information on lease, occupation permit, COVID
and land premium, we had our direct point of

communication — the Home Affairs Bureau desks.

(HAB). Very organised, dedicated and professional

people always there for you. In July 2022, this There was a need to really simplify the process,
HAB was reorganised and their department split and some bureaus really had too much to cope

to ensure better service to the community. with. Therefore, the split of duties into many more

bureaus and moving around departments makes
alot of sense, and I am a strong supporter of these
changes as this will obviously improve delivery
and quality of service.

Our new direct line of communication is now
called The Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau
(CSTB); the same Home Affairs Bureau (HAB)
people who were in contact with us were moved to

In conclusion and FYI AMA ASAP and AFAK IWR
File TBC, as next time I shall clear the new structure we have to follow in regard to
Middle Island Development.

NEXT OSTRICH SYNDROME FILE
o What happened in the new bureaus
o The Trees Saga Is Over, Or Is It?
 Main Clubhouse Lease, The New Opening Up Scheme and The Future Land Premium

10 ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB



HOUSE COMMITTEE UPDATE:

By Graham Price, Chairman, House and Building Committee

At the time of writing, I'm pleased to say that
we have had some volunteers to participate in the
house committee work and to lend us their time
and expertise to address specific issues.

At Middle Island, we have embarked on
repainting the club house structure, and have
discovered some defects which are being rectified.
We have taken the environmentally friendly
decision to do away with large flasks of distilled
water altogether, and are providing extra filtered
water points for both sailors and members in the
club house.

In the cool weather now, we are thinking ahead
regarding how to make things comfortable in mid-
summer. It was never the intention that Middle
Island be a fully air conditioned building, but we
are able to make the building more comfortable in
summer with careful management of shade, cooling
and ventilation.

Our project to upgrade the Main Club House
continues, behind the scenes at present, however we
are expecting to begin works in the second quarter
of 2023. This will involve erection of a scaffolding
screen outside the building adjoining Shum Wan
Road while we replace the old web of pipework
for new. We will also be renovating the toilets

on the 2nd and 3rd floors. There will be a short
period of disruption, and members may have to use
washrooms on other floors for a limited time.

We are also planning to upgrade our “Shop
Window”! Design work is in progress in order to
revitalise the main entrance of the Club, and on the
Aberdeen Typhoon Shelter side the sea wall is being
repainted. And we plan to have new bolder lettering
making clear that we are: “The Aberdeen Boat
Club” - and, unsaid, “this is a private pontoon !

We have now installed a new “Point of Sale” or
POS system, which meets current day standards.
Next on the upgrade of IT systems is likely to be
the club management system. The complicated bit
is getting systems to communicate with each other,
as I'm sure those of you who know more than me
about IT will recognise.

Of course, we try to undertake all works in
such a way as to minimise the disruption to you,
the Member, but we trust that you will understand
when out of necessity we have to make temporary
diversions to your normal routing!

From all of us on the House Committee, may I
wish you a successful and rewarding new year.

Middle Island Washrooms

HORIZONS - 2023/1-2 11
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Welcome to the New Members

June 2022

Alisa Lunty

Grant Baird

Maggie Siu

Li Matt Lucius

Li Marcus Enoch
Yan Tsz Him, Oscar
Adrian Leung

Hsu Pang Yu, Annie
Lam Kwok Wai Vincent
Lu Yen Ying

July 2022
Nelson Ng

Rob Sallons

lain Bruce Irvine
Justin Craig Faulkner
James Morison
Edmond Leung
Conrad Tang
Thomas Yu
Epaphras Wong
Scarlett Tao
Amelie Jat
Adam Williams

Chiu Chi Fung
Wong Wing Yan, Joyce

August 2022

Eric Law

Adam Williams
Wilson Cheng

Kevin Chung

Edwin Kwok

Eva Lind-Millo
Christina Nueva
Christopher Day
Lena Dawson

Law Hui On Michael
Chan Ethan

Hau Emma Yik Yin
Zheng Huanran Jolin
Pat Olive

Yin Max

Tai Matthew Edwards
Westbrook Ethan Liam
Wynnie Law

Ronald Sin

September 2022
Kenneth Ho

Roger Ho

William Leung

Hui Long Ching Gabriel
Yip Owen Leong Yin
Charles Ciemniak
William Yijia Huang
Chan Hailey Wing Hei
Jessica Liu

Tara Maliah

Valentina Trevino
Margaux Nguyen-Minh
Cleo Sophie Badenach
Andrew Horton
Shinichiro Watari
Gisela Yu

October 2022

Irene Cheung

Chan Ho Sun, Denys
Liew Sze Tsi, Jeffrey

Or Kin Wang, Kevin
Truong Niem Tu, Tyron
Yeung Chi Hang, Peter

Lee Cameron Guang Hui
Bianca Iong

Belmira Iong

Lau Nicolette Natasha
Russell Aylsworth

David Sampson

Lam Kwok Hing

Zhou Yan Angel

November 2022

Stephen Leung

Gary Fung

Alan Ferrier

Patrick Mehran Ansari

Li Hanting

Kenny Tsang

Cheung Hoi Ki Alice
Tanisha Nigam

Abel Martin Louis Simoneau
Arthur Rene Scott Simneau
Maksim Rychkov

Farewell for the Leaving Members

June 2022

Caroline Hood

Justin A Foss Cole
Philippe Delorme
Philip Ellot

Mathias O'gier

Aaron Hazen

Kelvin Wong

Jason Cave
Francois-Xavier Druene
Piero De Angeli

Anna Karacan

Casey Law

David Charles Chu
Yeung Nicholas Wai Sing

July 2022

Alan Glen
Raphael Chabrolle
Chris Wharton
Anthony Kwok
Simon Dodd

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

To Kam Ming

Gary Smith

Ulysse Ha Thuc

Tivizio Depoid

Li Tsz Yu Brendan

Mark Philip Yeadon
Jonathan Kitching

Wayne Victor Allard Peters

August 2022
Edith Loong
May Wong

Grace Fisher
Matthew Pecheur
Liu Xiang Jun
Nelson Chan
Julia F Monk

Ho Wing Tim

September 2022
Cheang Yee Chung
Cheung Siu Leung, Brian

David Hirotaka Pang
Guillaume Deve
John Shanahan

Sam Cheng

Annie Jong

October 2022

Roger Muscroft

Jean Samuel Hentz
Vijay Jote

Wong Wai Hee, Wilfred
Greg Copley

Choi Sung Fung, Norman

Andrew Chan
Sebastian Stiles

Kevin Grant Leach Smith

November 2022

Chow Chun Sing, Stephen

Adam Routh
Mark Smith
David Hinde

Zaara Bhatia
David Loneragan
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Day 3 of the Aberdeen Boat Club’'s Waglan
Series 2022-23 started with concern over
conditions but the lack of breeze early on
Sunday, the 13" of November, soon turned to
a steady 10-knot southeaster in the waters
southeast of Lamma Island. Race officer,
Alex Johnston, assisted by Jennifer Li and
club general manager, Philippe de Manny,
set up course on relatively calm seas, despite
occasional gusts of 15 knots.

First off on schedule at 1100, in Race 3 of the
series, were the eight boats in the combined
start for IRC 1 (3 boats) and IRC 2 (five boats)
heading for three laps of the course with the
outer windward mark at 1.1 nautical miles (nm)
at 105 degrees. Intrigue led the fleet around the

2" in IRC 1, Redeye

leeward mark after their first lap. Juice and
Ding Dong brought up the rear of IRC 2 with
Ding Dong calling "starboard” on Juice allowing
it to round first.

At the third rounding of the top mark, Wild Card
had caught up with Intrigue but, after a slow
kite hoists, Intrigue pulled ahead. At the finish,
Wild Card took line and handicap honours in
IRC 1 crossing the line nine seconds ahead of
Next, which claimed 3" on handicap. Redeye
finished 2™ on corrected.

Intrigue took line honours in IRC 2's Race 3

correcting out in 2nd place after losing to Juice
for 1% place, with Juggerknot 3°.

HORIZONS -+ 2023/1-2
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Muxu, 2™ in the first race

Nine HKPN boats started their Race 3 at 1105,
involving six boats in HKPN A and three in
HKPN B.

Jibulai led the HKPN A fleet over the line whilst
Water Rabbit led HKPN B. Their course entailed
two laps of the inner course with the windward
mark at 1.0 nautical mile and a separate yellow
inner leeward mark.

Legende Il took line honours but was relegated
to 4™ on corrected. Boss claimed handicap
honours with blowers daughter in 2™ and
Jibulai 3, Handicap honours went to Shun Shui
in HKPN B with the J/80, Muxu, taking 2™ and
Water Rabbit 3",

It was straight into Race 4 for IRC at 1240 on the
same course of three laps. Intrigue again led the
fleet and IRC 2 across the line whilst Wild Card
led IRC 1.

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

Five O One approaches the HKPN start



The HKPN fleet followed with their Race 4 at
1245, again on the same course of two laps.
The J/80, JeNa PaBe, had a good start in
HKPN A along with Water Rabbit in HKPN B.

Intrigue again led around the outer windward
mark but had been overhauled at the leeward
mark by two of the IRC 1 boat - Next and Wild
Card. Legende Il again led HKPN A around
the leeward mark.

At the second rounding of the inner windward
mark, Boss was obliged to tack to make the
mark but also forced JeNa PaBe to tack to
take evasive action. However, it managed to
sneak through between Boss and the mark to
escape.

At the finish, Next had opened up a five-
minute lead over Wild Card but lost by 20
seconds on corrected. Redeye was just 44
seconds behind in 3",

Intrigue again took line honours and 2™ place
in IRC 2, beaten on handicap by Juice, with
Jinn 3",

In HKPN A, Legende Il again took line
honours and 4th on handicap with Boss,
blowers daughter and Jibulai 1%, 2" and 3"
respectively.

Juggerknot surfs

In HKPN B, Shun Shui, Muxu and Water Rabbit
finished Race 4 in the same sequence as in
Race 3 - 1%, 2" and 3" respectively.

Racing was over by 1402 so it was a relatively
early return for crews to their moorings before
convening at the ABC's Waglan Bar for Kraken
Rum and the prize-giving involving bottles

of wine. The winners that failed to show had
their bottles awarded to the 2™ place finishers
much to the delight of Wild Card and Intrigue.
Now there'’s an incentive not to miss the prize-
givings!

HORIZONS -+ 2023/1-2
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Juggerknot start, Carey Jack on the helm

RACE S5

Warm but not hot; cool but not cold. Winds of

between 12 and 15 knots, from 75 degrees, and
patches of blue in the sky. All set for Race 5 of
the Waglan Series 2022 on Sunday, the 27" of

November.

Not the biggest of turnouts but the 14 crews
circling the Aberdeen Boat Club's committee
boat, Shun Fung, off Middle Island, were
cheerful and looking forward to ‘stretching their
legs' after the many shortened courses earlier
in the series. Race officer, Alex Johnston, ably
assisted by Jennifer Li and coxswain Dai Fuk,
set about planning the day's itinerary while, out
on his sampan, Sai Fuk laid a windward mark
close to Repulse Bay and a mark in the Beaufort
Channel, off Tai Tam Bay.

The Outer Distance Mark for the start line was

laid in towards Ocean Park and Course 20 (L)
chosen for the two IRC divisions and Course

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB
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Legende 11, 3% in HKPN A
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Redeye, Castle Rock behind

20 (S) for the two HKPN divisions. Johnston felt
that a longer, rather than shorter, line was safer
given the lively conditions.

On schedule, at 1055, the countdown for IRC
began and, at 1100, the gun for the start was
fired and seven boats got away cleanly into the
12-knot breeze. Juice made a good break further
down the line but was soon chased down by
Redeye and Juggerknot as they approached the
windward mark. Missing from the line-up were
prime series contenders Wild Card, Witchcraft,
Neo One and Red Kite Il - a pity as all would
have reveled in the conditions.

From the windward mark it was south through
the Chesterman Gate, then rounding Castle
Rock, leaving Beaufort Island to starboard, out
to TCS2, back around Waglan Island, leaving
Sung Kong to port, around Castle Rock again,
through the Chesterman Gate, with a sprint to
the finish off Round Island. A challenging course
with lots of work to be done over some 21
nautical miles. But the crews were up for it and
Next and Redeye soon left the others in their
wakes.

Redeye on the outside

HORIZONS -+ 2023/1-2 19
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Arthur Cheng helms Boss
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HKPN A & B were let go at 1105 and the big
Beneteau 51, Legende I, slowly pulled ahead,
although Boss and Five O One were not making
it easy for Pascal Martin and his crew. HKPN
followed a similar course to IRC but left out
TCS2 and Waglan and, instead of Sung Kong,
left Fury Rocks to starboard before heading for
Castle Rocks (s) and through Chesterman Gate.

Muxu loves a camera

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

The wind held throughout the day and it
wasn't long before guns were sounding for line
honours winners. First boat home was
Legende Il at 13:27:11, recording a 3" in HKPN
A behind Five O One and Boss. Next boat

to receive a gun was Eddy Lee's Neo Roma
430, Next, and its cast of thousands - the RO
counted 16! On handicap, Next placed 2™
behind Redeye in 1%,

lan Nicolson's Intrigue took line honours in
IRC 2 at 14:01:23 but had to accept 2" from
Juice on handicap. Ding Dong, despite being
the last boat home at 14:24:37, placed 3",

Shun Shui got a gun for taking line honours in
HKPN B and also claimed handicap honours
ahead of Muxu. Conspicuous by its absence
was the Japanese entry, Water Rabbit; likewise
the classic Hans Christian 41T, Bowline.

Incidentally, HKPN A entry, Jibulai, retired after
it was pointed out that singlehanding is not
permitted.




Muxu leads from the start

RACE 6

The Observatory predicted ‘North Force 4, Force 5
and occasionally up to Force 6 offshore’ and that's
how it turned out . .. for most of the day. Blue sky
at the start but, by midday, cloud and haze. Still,
the wind was enough to keep everyone moving
and only three IRC boats took longer than four
hours to finish their course.

Of the 27 listed entries, 18 boats showed up for
Race 6 of the Aberdeen Boat Club's Waglan Series
2022-23, and 18 boats finished. Many carried on to
enjoy the apres-race Commodore's Drinks party
at the club’s Middle Island facility.

The committee boat, Shun Fung, was on station at
1000 and support staff, Sai Fuk in his P4 sampan,
laid an ODM in the direction of Ocean Park and
positioned a windward mark at 010 degrees, 300
metres in towards Middle Island.

For all four divisions, race officer Alex Johnston,
ably assisted by club general manager,

Philippe de Manny, chose Course 22. The faster
boats would sail the ‘Long’ version of the course,
covering 23 nautical miles, while the slower boats
would follow the 15-nautical mile ‘Short’ version.
The RO's thinking was to have everyone home
within four hours.

During his VHF welcome at 1030, Johnston

was interrupted by the countdown of a nearby
Flying Fifteen passage race and a J/80 class
championship southeast of Lamma Island.
Together with the kayaks and assorted dinghies,
there were a lot of sailors out on Sunday, the 1" of
December, enjoying the conditions.

Incidentally, regular series contestant, JeNa PaBe,
the only J/80 in the Waglan Series, chose not

to compete in the J/80 event and - loyal to the
cause - turned out for Race 6 instead. Juggerknot,
confused, asked the committee boat what course
it should sail, to which the assistant race officer
replied, "Long" Its next question was time of race

HORIZONS - 2023/1-2 21
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Boss approaches the Tai Tam Mark

Shun Shui starts at 1105
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b

start, to which the answer was an equally flat,
“Soon" Juggerknot sailed away, still confused.

At 1055, the countdown for IRC 1and IRC 2 began.
At 1100, the gun sounded and eight boats crossed
the start, Arcturus+ in the lead. Five minutes later,
HKPN A and B started with 10 boats jockeying for
position in a lively start. Brave Muxu held its own,
even with the 51-foot Beneteau, Legende I, looming
over its transom. Jibulai, in 10 knots of breeze with

a full crew this time, led the way to the windward
mark, across Repulse Bay and past the Cheshire
Home. Easy Breezy Il was the last boat to start.

Off Stanley, it went light. Barely 5 knots. Some of
the slower boats started to struggle. They kept
moving, but only just.

Out in front, Arcturus+ was having a great time,
rounding Castle Rock, a Tai Tam Club Mark, and
heading out past Cape d’Aguilar for Shek O Rock.
The HKPN boats left out Castle Rock and instead
passed the Tai Tam Club Mark and sailed for Fury
Rocks.

At this point, the RO had thoughts of finishing
everyone at Castle Rocks. IRC still had to round
Sung Kong, Waglan and Po Toi, but the wind



seemed to be holding to the east. The problem
was how long it was going to take the HKPN fleet
to get back to the finish at Round Island.

So, as a compromise, he decided to shorten
course at Chesterman Buoy. With Legende Il fast
approaching Castle Rocks, Shun Fung powered
up and made for Chesterman with Sai Fuk quickly
laying the finish line while Legende Il approached
rapidly.

Line honours went to Legende Il, Philippe Grelon
at the helm, at 13:46:05. Two minutes later, Jibulai
finished. Almost an hour later, Arcturus+ came
storming home to take line honours in IRC 1.

On handicap, Arcturus+ won IRC 1, with Redeye
2" and an unusually slow Next in 3“. IRC 2 saw
Jinn win the day, with Intrigue in 2"* and Andy
Pidden’s Juice in 3",

A sterling performance by Five O One saw it take
HKPN A, ahead of blowers daughter and Boss.
Muxu and its happy crew won HKPN B, with Shun
Shui taking 2" and latecomer Easy Breezy Il in 3°.

Race 7 in the Waglan Series 2022-23 is scheduled
for the 15" of January 2023,

B A—

Winner in IRC 1, Arcturus+
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Freedom approaches the Ta| Tam Club Mark (Beneteau Cup 2022, Race 2)

BENETEAU "It’s party time again after more than two years

C U p of lockdown and what better way to celebrate

than with the Beneteau Cup Hong Kong 2022,
held over the weekend of 29" and 30" of
October.”

Words & Photos By Fragrant Harbour

Beneteau Cups and Beneteau Rendezvous The event was organised by the Aberdeen

have been held worldwide and have built social Boat Club (ABC) in conjunction with Simpson
communities for Beneteau owners who share the Marine and supported by Beneteau, along

same passions for sailing and the sea. Regular with a multitude of sponsors including Aon.
events are held, for example, in San Diego and Originally scheduled in May 2022, the event
Australia. was postponed to October, due to the pandemic

restrictions.
This year's Hong Kong event - the second -
attracted 16 official entries with one extra boat, Race officer, Alex Johnston, the ABC's marine
Lotte, joining on the last day. & sailing manager, was unable to cover the

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB



Foxzhead accelerates away (Beneteau Cup 2022, Race 2)

event and was replaced at short-notice by
Arnold Lunty, ably assisted by Jennifer Li, the
ABC's assistant marine & sailing manager.

It was a sunny morning when the fleet
assembled at the start line, between Round
Island and Repulse Bay, for the start of the
scheduled islands race. First off at 1100 were
six of the eight registered HKPN A boats,

with ratings below 1300, heading for the
Chesterman Gate. Among those leading across
the line were the Beneteau First 31.7, Foxzhead,
the Beneteau Oceanis 46.1, Freedom, and the
Beneteau Oceanis 511, Legende Il.

The eight boats in HKPN B division (rating
above 1300) followed five minutes later.

It was a relatively slow start, sheltered from

the northeasterly, but the boats began to pick
up speed once in open waters where Legende
Il experimented with its asymmetric and the
Beneteau First 477, Polar Star Ill, unsuccessfully,
with their code zero! This allowed one of the
oldest boats in the fleet - the Beneteau First
405, Ichiban (1986) - to overtake and trail
Legende Il and Foxzhead through the gate
heading for Castle Rock. Foxzhead was making
good progress when it had to take evasive
action to avoid a commercial vessel that
steamed across its path.

Legende Il and Ichiban rounded Castle Rock
to port together before heading for the Tai
Tam Club Mark. Legende Il slipped around the
mark and made for Beaufort Island. Ichiban

and Polar Star Il needed several tacks to clear
the headland with Polar Star Ill overhauling
Ichiban and closing the gap on Legende II.
Once in the Po Toi Channel it was up with

the kites heading to pass Castle Rock to
starboard before expecting to finish at Round
Island via the Chesterman Gate. It, therefore,
came as a surprise on Ichiban when the race
officer chose to shorten course at Castle Rock,
particularly when the boat was making seven
knots!

Legende Il took line honours in HKPN A
and 3™ on handicap. Foxzhead finished 2™
on corrected with Ichiban 1* in HKPN A and
overall.

In HKPN B, the Beneteau Oceanis 43, Five O

One, nursing its jib, took line honours to claim
2" on handicap with the Beneteau First 41s5,
Easy Breezy Il 1¥, and the Beneteau Oceanis

40, Coral Harbour (ex-LoTech) in 3",

It was an early start for the festivities after
several of the fleet moored up ‘Mediterranean
style’ at the ABC's Middle Island facility. Later,
the partying got into full swing with the Pirates
of the Caribbean-themed fancy dress function.
Wine and beer flowed freely and the culinary

N ,n

Simpsbn Marine ladies and friend"
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delights prepared with French flare by Middle
Island head chef, Aurelien Lagrange, exceeded
all expectations.

The prize presentation, with masks no longer
mandatory, saw a whole host of sponsored
prizes being awarded. In addition to the race
awards, La Folia received a prize having the
most women on board and Water Rabbit and
Legende Il for the best-dressed pirates.

The breeze was brisk for Sunday's pursuit
race with the first of the highest handicapped
HKPN B boat, the Beneteau Oceanis 351, La
Folia (rating 1589), scheduled to start at 1002,
followed 18 minutes later by the Beneteau First
265, Water Rabbit (rating 1499). The Beneteau
Oceanis 35, Spirou (rating 1302), was the last
of the HKPN B fleet before the first of the
HKPN A boats, Foxzhead, hit the line. In hot
pursuit came Ichiban at 1102, Last off at 1138
was Polar Star Ill.

It was a ding dong battle between Foxzhead
and Ichiban through the Chesterman Gate with
the lead changing hands on several occasions
before Ichiban pulled ahead approaching for

a port rounding of Castle Rock. Meanwhile,
Freedom had made significant gains to take
the HKPN A lead at Castle Rock. Once again
Ichiban had been hauled in and overtaken at
the Tai Tam Club Mark by Foxzhead, but not
for long. It was then out to the TCS 2 Mark with
Ichiban again ahead and closing on the HKPN
B boats which, rounding TCS2, hoisted their
kites and headed back to pass Castle Rock to
starboard. Easy Breezy Il led the fleet, closely
followed by Coral Harbour.

Tonny Cheung and crew on Foxzhead
(Beneteau Cup 2022, Race 1)

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

Foxzhead exits the bay
(Beneteau Cup 2022, Race 2)

Closing on TCS 2, Foxzhead had to take evasive
action to avoid Five O One. Rounding the mark
it was up with Ichiban’s colourful spinnaker for
the run back averaging 7.5 knots to the Po Toi
Channel and on to the Chesterman Gate. There,
suddenly, the race stalled with Ichiban’s windex
turning 360 degrees and the front-runners all
becalmed. The finish line off Round Island was,
frustratingly, in sight.

Fortunately, after about 10 minutes, light
zephyrs returned, enough to get the HKPN B
front-runners moving again. Easy Breezy Il took
the gun at 14:13:30 followed by Coral Harbour,
Arete, La Folia, Ichiban and Water Rabbit at
14:29:11. A gap of 18 minutes followed before
Foxzhead reached the finish, followed by a
further five to make the 1500 cut-off. Legend

Il made it with just 43 seconds to spare. Four
boats - Polar Star Ill, 142500, Captain Ernie and
PT2 - didn't make it.

Having finished racing it was off to ‘'The Bay'
restaurant in Mo Tat Wan, Lamma Island, for
a prize-giving and beach party. Once again



an amazing selection of prizes were on hand:
firstly, the pursuit race day prizes to the 3rd-
placed Senses 46, Arete, 2" Coral Harbour and
the winner Easy Breezy II.

Having finished 1* in HKPN B on Saturday,
equivalent to 3" in HKPN overall and 1*'in

the pursuit race, Easy Breezy Il was crowned
Beneteau Cup Hong Kong 2022 winner. With 1
overall on Saturday and 5" in the pursuit race Easy Breezy Il, Pursuit Race & Beneteau Cup winners
Ichiban finished 2™ with Coral Harbour 3", (Beneteau Cup 2022, Race 2)

Speaking on behalf of Easy Breezy Il and his
novice crew co-skipper, Alfred Lau, was full of
praise for the event and vowed to return next
year to defend his title.

Beneteau and Simpson Marine are keen to
grow the event and hope to increase entries

to 30. Given that there are 54 Beneteau boats
currently listed with HKPN ratings on the Hong
Kong Sailing Federation’s website, that seems
plausible. Those who missed this year should
certainly sign up for next!

¥ |
Five O One sailors celebrate
(Beneteau Cup 2022, Race 2)

Freedom and Polar Star Ill (Beneteau Cup 2022, Race 1)
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