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COMMODORE’S LETTER

Chris Pooley
Commodore

Still, we’re happy with what we’ve got, the sun in the 
morning and the moon at night: as the Irving Berlin 
lyrics have it! And indeed, now the NE monsoon has 
fully settled in we, in HK, have the clear sunny dry days 
of November for our enjoyment of the sun and moon; 
whether sailing or relaxing on MI. As for shortening 
days, the earliest sunset of the year at 1738 occurs on 23rd 
Nov, continuing at that level for 10 days before inching 
forward to 1750 by 31st Dec. 

Moonlight comes to the fore with the Beaver Full 
Moon fortuitously blessing ABC’s annual Beneteau Cup 
event on Saturday 16th Nov, a fruitful partnership which 
promises to be another memorable light-hearted regatta.

From the beginning of the month Members were able 
to enter the Club through the partially refurbished Main 
Entrance, enjoy the softly-opened new Galley and climb 
the smart new staircase [with its warm handrails!]. Look 
out for Notice of the Galley’s formal Opening Ceremony 
during the month. And another one for the formal 
Commissioning of the Ramp to the Main Pontoon.

As usual November is an active month, so in addition 
to the F&B events to be notified regularly on the website, 
and the Thanksgiving Dinner, diaries may be marked to 
note: Waglan Races on Sundays 3rd and 17th; the annual 
update on MI Development progress on Saturday 23rd 
morning with refreshments and snacks on MI presented 
by John Berry; and most importantly the AGM on Tues 
26th. Apart from the formalities and voting for the new 
Committee members will receive an update on the Club’s 
progress and are free to raise questions either ---with 
due Notice----on the formal Agenda or later informally 
from the floor. Staff will be poised ready to offer 
hospitable encouragement! And to round off the month 
ABC’s major Dinghy Gala, the Southside Regatta over 

the weekend of Saturday 30th. With thanks in advance to 
the many new Volunteers who have answered the call to 
help out ashore and on the water.

Then comes the festive month of December with far 
more F&B events to come than can be detailed in the 
short space allocated to this letter. Of note otherwise: 
Commodore’s Drinks [complementary!  on MI after 
Waglan 6 on Sunday 8th, all welcome; plus ideal junk trip 
weather; to enjoy the discounted rates on offer contact 
Cobo.

Boat Owners will be reminded of the importance 
of renewing their Pontoon Boat Labels and will not fail 
to notice the inflationary increase in the fees. These go 
toward the costs of essential maintenance [some damage 
related!]and strict Mardep Survey and Certification 
demands.

And so into Christmas and the New Year welcomed 
in by ABC’s famous NYE Fancy Dress Party.

To end on a less-cheerful note, Jennifer Li our 
justifiably popular, energetic, ever cheerful and dedicated 
Ast Marine Manager will leave us on the AGM date after 
6 years as a part-time Dinghy Instructor and 10 very full 
years in her present role. ABC has been the beneficiary, 
and it’s our loss but her choice as there always comes 
a time for change. I have no hesitation in expressing 
a huge Thank You on behalf of ABC and wishing her 
a most Happy Future and every success in her new 
endeavours. 

Other than that, so much more to look forward to as 
the year enters is final fun-filled stretch ashore and afloat 
courtesy of your Club and its friendly helpful staff.

	 November: The days grow short, the nights grow long, the Autumn turns to 
Winter’s song.

                                                                    [Anon]
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SCAN ME to Opt out 
of receiving printed 
magazine.

Pre-Registration is Required for 
Guest Parking  

GREENER 
TOGETHER

Read Horizons online

Scan the QR code or call 2552 8182 to register

For guest parking at least 2 hours before arrival, 
to avoid being denied entry.

Guest parking is available only on weekdays 
(Mondays - Fridays, except Public Holidays).  

Fees: HK$100 for the first 3 hours and HK$50 
per hour subsequently.

Pick-up at ABC, Central pier, Causeway Bay or TST public 
pier. The ABC can provide food and beverages including a 
range of hot and cold dishes, desserts and drinks. 
Email fnb@abclubhk.com 
Rental of speedboats, banana boats and water ski can be 
arranged via Freely Marine Services at 9276 2932.

ABC Junk for HireABC Junk for Hire
Available for Parties, Day Trips and Water SportsAvailable for Parties, Day Trips and Water Sports

ABC Junk for Hire
Available for Parties, Day Trips and Water Sports

Daytime: 9am – 5pm
Night-time: 6pm – 11pm
Monday – Friday: $6,000
Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays: $7,000

BOOKINGS - For junk booking please contact the Receptionist on 2552 8182 via booking@abclubhk.com



ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB4

GENERAL MANAGER’S LETTER

Robin Sherchan
General Manager

Dear valued Members,

In this festive issue of Horizons for November and 
December, we highlight the many activities we have 
planned to make sure member engagement remains at 
an all-time high. There are events planned for both on 
and off the water, to ensure that your participation will 
be highly enjoyable.

Upcoming Events
We will kick off the festive season with a 

Thanksgiving dinner on Thursday, 28 November, after 
which ABC’s perennially popular children’s activities 
start with Santa’s Visit on 9 December and Gingerbread 
Factory on 16 December. The Christmas bookings are 
starting to come in; and please book your seats early to 
avoid any last-minute disappointments. 

Superheroes Return to ABC!   
As the clock ticks down to midnight on 31 

December, you and your guests are invited to dive into 
a parallel world full of villains and superheroes at ABC! 
This year’s theme – “Superheroes Return to ABC!” – 
invites you to celebrate the triumphs of the past year 
and the new adventures that await on the horizon. With 
superheroes roaming the venue and DJ David spinning 
tunes, you can dance as wildly as whirlwinds. Whenever 
you need a boost, do not hesitate to call upon your inner 
saviour or treat yourself to our delicious continental 
buffet, cocktails, and wines. 

This will be a sold-out event in our newly furbished 
Galley, so please book early and get your superhero 
costumes ready. There will be prizes for the best-dressed 
male and female attendees. While if you’re among those 
who miss out, do not forget to check out the amazing 
party pictures in the next issue. 

Mooring Agreements and Boat Labels
For all Members who are on our Club’s moorings, 

you should be receiving a mooring renewal form. Please 
help complete and return this to us before the deadline, 
which will help us to make sure we complete all 

administrative works before the festivities. The new boat 
label prices will be based on range of lengths, and will 
be charged on an annual basis. We will be issuing boat 
labels to only 180 boats on a yearly basis, and this will 
be on a first come, first served basis. We have seen huge 
increases in traffic during weekends and public holidays 
– and must make sure the waterways continue to remain 
safe by limiting the number of boats accessing the main 
pontoons. 

Calling for Volunteers
We are now building an extended list of volunteers 

to help us out with the Club’s sailing races, to make sure 
that more Members learn about Sailing and how the 
popular ABC races are conducted. If you do not have any 
prior experience, this will be your best chance to find out 
how you can be a part of our ever-growing volunteering 
team at ABC.

On a final note, we have been constantly 
brainstorming with the team about improving the 
service delivery for our Members. We have produced 
a few ideas, and will roll them out throughout the 
year. Please feel free to drop me a line of advice at 
genman@abclubhk.com or say “Hi” to me when you see 
me doing my regular walks around the Club.  

Your Club Needs You - Calling for Volunteers! 

1. General Race Management Support
2. Mark Laying
3. Race Results
4. Safety

We are also looking for Race Officers. For this 
role, prior experience is required. However, if 
you are interested in becoming a Race Officer, let 
us know, and we can help you start your journey 
to qualify as a Race Officer.
Interested? Email: genman@abclubhk.com or 
come in and speak to one of our Sailing Team 
members.
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NEW LOOK ABC WITH REFIT COMPLETED
At last: the hoardings are down, the work is 
finished; and you will have noticed the fresh 
new look of our Club Main Entrance, staircase, 
Reception and – of course – The Galley.

Thank you to our Members for your patience 
whilst work was being done! Behind those 
hoardings was an amazing amount of work. 
Something you do not see as you move around 
the building is the very complicated maze 
of services that are hidden in the walls and 
ceilings. This made for a very difficult task for our 
excellent contractor and his staff, with so many 
trades working in a confined space amongst a 
veritable spaghetti of cables and pipes. 

Hence, special thanks are due to the architect 
and designer of the project, ARTA Architects 
Limited.

HOUSE COMMITTEE UPDATE
By Graham Price, Chairman, House and Building Committee

Now, we are carefully working on remounting 
photographs and displaying some new ones. 
This may still be in progress when Horizons hits 
the newsstands.

Please do show your appreciation by using the 
new facilities, and enjoying a fresh new Galley 
with better sound attenuation and improved 
lighting; along with the usual friendly ABC 
service.

Many Members have asked, “What’s next?” – 
rest assured the Refit Team is planning ahead 
so that further improvements can made as 
finances permit. You will have to wait to hear 
what the next project will be; but as always, we 
welcome your views and suggestions, which 
you might send by email to rearcommodore.
house@abclubhk.com. 
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OUR TROPHIES
THE SEABIRD HORN TROPHY
The Seabird Horn is a magnificent trophy. 
It comprises an 18-inch chromium Indian 
tri-shaw air horn with bulb, mounted on a 
wooden base. It is engraved with the text: 
“Aberdeen Boat Club ‘Seabird’ Horn”. 

The trophy was presented the Club by 
John Laine in May 1990, and named after 
his previous yacht Seabird, as an award 
for short-course races in accordance with 
conditions made at the time of presentation.

At the time of writing, we are unsure exactly 
how the air horn from an Indian tri-shaw 
became detached from said conveyance, 
how it found its way to Hong Kong, or why 
John decided to make it a trophy.  We can 
see, of course, how the horn might have 
been used on the start or finish line of a 
race – perhaps producing a more elegant 
sound than the compressed air blast we 
use now.

It seems the Seabird Horn assumed a new 
life in the mid-nineties, and we now award 
it for the Four Peaks Race – to the last ABC 
boat finishing! 

You can view this magnificent piece in 
the display cabinet in the Four Peaks 
Restaurant.
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DAY 1 
At 09:55 on Saturday 28 September, race officer 
Alex Johnston and his team set about finding 
a suitable location for Race 1 of the Aberdeen 
Boat Club’s Opening Regatta 2024. The area was 
southeast of Lamma Island and the wind was 
blowing 6 knots from 305o. A northwesterly is 
somewhat unusual for this time of year but, after 
much consideration, the RO dropped anchor and 
sent the support boats out to lay the marks.

IRC 1 and 2 were given Course 3, along with 
the new Cape 31 class. PHS A and B would sail 
Course 4. Both courses were standard windward/
leewards. There would be three starts – the first 
for the Cape 31s, the second for the two IRC fleets 
and the third for the 14 boats in PHS. The RO’s 
plan was to get in three races for the Cape 31s 
and IRC fleets; PHS A and B would do two races. 
Much, however, would depend on time and the 
wind holding its strength.

At 10:25, with wind speed falling to 3 knots, Alex 
again raised the AP with two blasts of the horn. 
He asked the 31 assembled boats to be patient 

and did a little more tweaking of the courses.         
A haze had built over Lamma and the southern 
side of Hong Kong Island but, 20 minutes later, 
the wind began to return.

Finally, at 11:00, Alex was confident enough to 
give a 5-minute gun to the three Cape 31s and 
had them away at 11:05 in 6 knots of breeze. Five 
minutes later, IRC 1 and IRC 2 slid across the line 
and, at 11:15, the two PHS fleets started. The RO’s 
hope was that the first race of the regatta would 
be about an hour in length for everyone. It turned 
out that he was (almost) right.

Incidentally, the Aberdeen Boat Club is the first 
club in Asia to have a separate start for Cape 31s. 

ABC’s Opening Regatta 2024
By Fragrant Harbour

Next rounds the top mark

Sponsor:			        Supporting Sponsor:
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Already, there are five of these competitive South African boats in Hong Kong – Capitano, H3O, Rampage 38, 
Out of Africa and Tai Chi. Word is we are likely to see more.

First boat home was indeed a Cape 31, Capitano, followed by 
another, Out of Africa. It was the same order on handicap, with 
Randy Yeung’s Tai Chi in 3rd. Capitano’s elapsed time was 
1 hour, 9 minutes and 57 seconds – pretty close to the 
RO’s estimation of an hour to complete the course.

IRC 1 division was won by Arcturus+, with Next 
taking 2nd. Glenn Smith’s Wild Card filled the 
3rd slot. In IRC 2, Andy Pidden’s Juice bested 
Zesst even though   Henning Mueller and 
crew finished 44 seconds ahead of him on 
the water. Ocean’s Five recorded a 3rd.

The PHS divisions both started at 
11:15 and did well to finish in quick 
succession, all but one within two 
hours. In 1st place, Division A, was 
DBX2 while the competitive 
Kiasu! finished 2nd. Sunny Leung 
and his colourful crew on 
Jibulai came in 3rd.

In PHS B, Chan Yuk Wah’s 
Jupiter claimed handicap 
honours with the new 
and bigger AmaZe II 
taking 2nd. Easy Breezy 
II was 3rd and the 
last boat home was 
The Rising Sun at 
13:01:31.

AmaZe II hemmed in



ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB10

The Rising Sun had hardly crossed the finish than 
Johnston announced there had been a significant 
windshift. The AP flag would again be raised, and 
the support boats sent off to relay the course. An 
hour later, the heavy work had been done and 
the management team prepared themselves for 
Race 2.

At 14:15, the countdown for the Cape 31s began. 
An “all clear” start at 1420 saw David Kong’s       
Out of Africa take the lead and hold it to finish 15 
seconds ahead of Capitano.

Next up, at 14:25 in the starting sequences, were 
the two IRC divisions. Eddy Lee’s Next got a 
bit too keen and was called OCS. Not to worry, 
though, as the Neo 430 clocked up a reasonable 
3rd on handicap. 1st place went to Glenn Smith’s 
Wild Card and 2nd, Arcturus+.

In IRC 2, Intrigue put in a much-improved 
performance to win the start, and win divisional 
line honours. On handicap, though, the venerable 
Bashford 41 placed 2nd behind Zesst. In 3rd 

place, with its zany blue hull graphics, was Andy 
Pidden’s Juice.

The Rising Sun leads Five O One

IRC Divisions 1 and 2 cross paths
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Last away at 14:30 were the two PHS divisions, A 
and B. Never short of jostling and shouts of “Up, 
up, up!”, the 13 cruisers were led off the line by 
DBX2, which was expected to win PHS A overall.

After completing two “sausages”, DBX2 took 
handicap honours with XT in 2nd and, in 3rd, 
Kiasu!. Jupiter won the B division ahead of   
AmaZe II and The Rising Sun. 

Not a good race for Kingsman by Simplicity, 
being the last boat to finish at 15:42:39. 

After a VHF inquiry, most skippers who 
responded were not in favour of a third race so 
the RO decided to call it day. Besides, there was 
an eagerly anticipated islands race scheduled 
for the next day and a little rest would be a good 
thing for the tired crews.

DAY 2
On Sunday 29 September, the committee boat, 
Shun Fung, was met with a light breeze and 
brilliant blue skies, as it headed towards its 
resting place between Ocean Park and Round 
Island. Anchor was dropped at 09:55 and the 
race officer’s assistant, Jamie Boag, started 
work on laying courses for the 32 boats that had 
showed up for Race 3. With the addition of Tiger 
Mok’s 2 Easy, the five divisions were the same as 
the previous day.

Course 18 (L) was given to the Cape 31s and two 
IRC fleets; Course 18 (S) was given to PHS A and 
B. As before, the Cape 31s would have their own 
start, followed by IRC 1 and 2 and, third, PHS 
A and B. A windward mark was positioned off 

Repulse Bay and the race officer, Alex Johnston, 
made his welcome at 10:30. He mentioned that 
winds were likely to soften and that provision had 
been made to shorten at various points around 
the course. “As always,” he stressed, “if you decide 
to retire, please inform the committee boat.”

At 10:55, the countdown began for the Cape 31s. 
After their start at 11:00, the two IRC divisions 
prepared for their start at 11:05. All clear.

Kiasu!, aggressively sailing down the long start 
line, didn’t quite get it right and was called 
OCS in the PHS A and B send-off at 11:10. A 
quick penalty turn soon saw it giving chase and 
overtaking the new Dufour 390, Ananta.

Intirgue finishes

Easy Breezy II nears the finish
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Both the “Long” and “Short” courses took in a 
Chesterman Gate, a Tai Tam Club Mark, Castle 
Rock, Chesterman again and a finish at Round 
Island. The difference being the (L) course 
included a rounding of Fury Rocks and Sung 
Kong, giving a total of 16.2 nautical miles. The 
(S) course included Beaufort Island instead, for a 
total of 12.5 nautical miles.

With the wind beginning to soften, a decision 
was made by the management team to shorten 
at Castle Rock. Thus, at 13:20, there were two 
blasts of the horn and Johnston told all boats 
the course was shortened and the finish was at 
Castle Rock. The wind, at this point, had dropped 
to 4-5 knots.

On handicap, Out of Africa won the Cape 31s 
ahead of Tai Chi and Capitano. IRC Division 
1 saw Witchcraft take the honours ahead of 
Redeye and Kingsman. IRC 2 was won by 
Keith Mowser’s Gambit with Juice in 2nd and                            
Ocean’s Five, 3rd.

As predicted, DBX2 claimed victory in PHS A, 
beating Jibulai into 2nd and Philippe Grelon’s 
Tuatahi into 3rd. The B division was topped by 
Easy Breezy II, Jupiter in 2nd and Five O One 3rd. 

Having finished, the boats then headed for the 
Club’s Middle Island facility for a spirited prize-
giving. Around 120 sailors, families and friends 
saw prizes and trophies presented for Race 3 
and Overall. 

After three races, Overall winner of the Cape 31s 
was Out of Africa, IRC Division 1 was Arcturus+, 
IRC Division 2 was Juice, PHS Division A was 
DBX2 and PHS Division B was Jupiter.

Thanks were given to the regatta’s sponsors: 
Zurich Watch, Hepworth, Sky International and 
Fuegy. 

Finally, a special memorial cup to the late Chris 
Howarth, Club Member and editor/photographer 
of the yachting magazine, Fragrant Harbour, 
was unveiled. It was for the first boat to finish in 
the combined PHS divisions of the islands race 
(Sunday) of the Opening Regatta. This year it 
went to DBX2. Who will it be in 2025?

IRC 2 approach the start line

Start of the Cape 31 class
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Wicked heads for the windward mark
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It’s that time of year again when temperatures 
ease, monsoonal winds arrive, and the waters 
south of Hong Kong – particularly off Lamma 
Island – change colour to a fluorescent green, 
almost turquoise. This is quite unique and must 
surely be etched in the memories of those who 
have sailed there in the autumn. Include in the 
mix a fresh northwester and you have perfect 
sailing conditions.

That’s how it was on Sunday 6 October, as 23 
keelboats assembled around the committee 
boat, Shun Fung, positioned between Ocean 
Park and Round Island. The race management 
team set about recording starters and directing 
support craft. One thing missing, though: a fresh 
breeze. Ah well, it might fill in later – and did.
Race officer, Alex Johnston, laid his trademark 
long line towards Ocean Park and placed a 
windward mark in towards Repulse Bay. He 
made his welcome at 10:30 and announced that 
the nine IRC boats would be sailing Course 20 
(L); and the two PHS divisions, A and B, would 
be sailing the shorter version of Course 20. That 
meant the faster boats would be covering 21 
nautical miles, and the cruisers, 14.6 nautical 
miles. He was confident that conditions would 
improve later in the day. He also advised 
everyone to stay out of the Lamma Channel. 
“Marine Department are watching us,” he said.
 
Support staff, Sai Fuk, asked an anchored fishing 
boat a hundred or so metres from the starting 
line to relocate. They did, and the stage was set 
for Race 1 of the Aberdeen Boat Club’s Waglan 
Series 2024-25.
 
At 11:00, the two IRC divisions had a clean start 
and made their way to the windward mark, 0.4 
nautical miles away. The wind had increased to 
8 knots and the reading from Castle Rock was 
10-12 knots. It was going to be a fast race.
 

Italian styling of Fenice

Waglan 
Series
2024-25

Words and Photos by Fragrant Harbour

Race 1

ABC stalwart, Redeye
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Skywalker, 1st in PHS A 2 Easy on the home run
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Neo One approaches Castle Rock

3rd in PHS A, Ti'punch

Concorde sets off for the windward mark

Beautiful colour and stunning lines, Fenice
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Next up were the two PHS divisions at 1105, with 
Skywalker and Muxu getting a little close. Words 
were exchanged but the incident was soon 
forgotten. DBX2 led the way to the windward mark.
 
Around Castle Rock, over the top of Beaufort 
Island and northwards to the channel marker, 
TCS2, the striking maroon hull colour of the new 
Solaris 60, Fenice, stood out but the well-drilled 
crew of Next made sure their Neo 430 stayed in 
front. Snapping at its heels was the other Neo 
entry, Stefan Fillip’s Neo One.
 
Among the cruisers, Skywalker and DBX2 
continued their battle for supremacy, along with 
the colourful Generations and its happy crew.
 
At 12:30, the committee boat returned to Round 
Island to lay the finish line near the Cheshire 
Home. Line honours in IRC went to Eddy Lee’s 
Next, and in PHS, DBX2.
 

A pack of PHS boats starts

4th in IRC, Kingsman



ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB18

On handicap, IRC 1 was won by Next, followed 
by Neo One and Fenice. IRC 2 saw the venerable 
Bashford 41, Intrigue, topping the leader board, 
with Arcturus+ in 2nd and Henning Mueller’s 
Zesst in 3rd.
 
PHS A was won by Pascal Martin’s Skywalker, 
with its PHS rating of 0.9520. In 2nd place was 
DBX2 with its rating of 1.0574. Not for the first 
time, PHS B was won by big supporter of local 
racing, Generations. In 2nd was The Rising Sun 
and 3rd, JeNa PaBe.

Redeye came home a disappointing second to 
last overall, finishing at 14:48:30. Persevering 
and never giving up, Muxu was the last boat on 
the water to finish at 14:48:44. Well done Gilles 
Detanger and crew.
 
The next race in the Waglan Series 2024-25 
would be held on Sunday 20 October.

A boat length from finishing, Skywalker

Intrigue, winner of IRC 2

18

Generations on course for the Tai Tam Mark
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WAGLAN 
2024-2025

SERIES
6 O ct  2 0 2 4

20 O ct  2 0 2 4
3 Nov 2024

24 Nov  2 0 2 4
8 D ec  2024

12 Jan 2025
2 F eb  2 0 2 5

23 Fe b 2025
9 Mar  2025

23 Mar  2025

Info & Register at

www.abclubhk.com
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Autumn was underway, and on 7 October it was 
time for another inter-club golf day. This time, it 
was organised by RHKYC’s Kellett Golf Society, 
and held at HKGC’s Deep Water Bay golf 
course. There were a maximum of nine flights of 
three available, starting at 10am; on the day, 24 
played.
 
ABC’s team comprised Henry Chiu,                      
Elsa Leung, Brendan Ho, Sebastian Hughes, 
Tobias Doeringer, Vincent Li, John Berry, and 
visiting past member Dick Watts.
 
The weather was first class: blue skies, and a 
gentle breeze from the bay. The first big news 
was a fantastic hole-in-one by Sebastian, on his 

First Class Weather as 
ABC Member Tees Off with 
Fabulous First Shot Hole in One!
Inter-club Golf Day 2024
By John Berry

first hole of this game! Word of his achievement 
spread around the course like wildfire.

After the game came a sumptuous luncheon, 
followed by prizegiving by Kellett Convenor  
Chris Li. Fittingly, this commenced with an 
award for Sebastian’s hole-in-one – after which 
he bought a round of champagne for all!
 
After other prizes were awarded, the overall club 
winner was announced to be Kellett, followed 
by ABC then HHYC.
 
We’re all looking forward to the next ABC Golf 
Society event early in the new year – and the 
next inter-club golf day later in 2025!

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB20

Sebastian (centre), being congratulated by Kellett GS Convenor Chris Li and other players
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Chris Li and John Berry with Sebastian and his winnings

Hole-in-one player Sebastian Hughes collecting 
prize- winnings and champagne presented by Chris Li 
with John Berry

Chris Li with prize winner Brendan Ho
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On the 16 September, ABC invited United 
Services Recreation Club (USRC) for the return 
snooker match, following a 3:3 draw played out 
by the two clubs earlier in the year. With the 
ABC renovations still underway, we needed to 
direct their players through the back stairway 
and up to the snooker room.

Everyone arrived safely, and the first game 
could start right on time. Due to a couple of last 
minute changes USRC made to their players list 
for the evening, this game saw Wayne Robinson 
for ABC vs Cindy from USRC. It was great to 
have Wayne able to play, as he missed the 
previous match against USRC because of a last-
minute medical emergency. He wasted no time 
in making up for this with a couple of quickfire 
breaks, while Cindy was also getting herself 
up to speed having never played before on the 
ABC snooker table. The result duly followed, 
and it was 1:0 to the ABC.

A Solid Showing of SnookerA Solid Showing of Snooker
By Dave Hilling

Next was ABC's Andy Chan up against USRC 
captain Winson Law; and after a couple of 
good safety shot exchanges, it was Andy to get 
amongst the balls first. In what turned into a 
masterful break, Winson was left with a sizable 
points difference to make up. Credit due though, 
as he battled on and made some nice pots as 
well, but the early damage had been done and 
it was now 2:0 to the ABC.

Following that game, we had Ian Poon (currently 
the ABC Member occupying our top spot 
on the internal snooker league) for the ABC 
vs David for USRC. Ian quickly showed why 
he had recently risen up the snooker ladder 
with a series of good breaks. This seemed 
to have unsettled David as he made some 
uncharacteristic fouls, including an expensive 
one on the black. Once the red balls had 
been dispatched, there were already snookers 
required. Ian then really showed his skill, with 
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the highest break as he potted all the colours 
from green to black, thereby emphatically 
notching a further game up for ABC.

ABC captain Dave Hilling was pitched 
against USRC's newest player, Jonathan, 
who demonstrated some nice pots early on. 
However, his style was often too open, which 
allowed Dave to make two really good breaks 
and take the lead. The points gap remained 
heading into the colours; and with snookers 
required after the brown was potted, it looked 
a tough ask. There was a glimmer of hope for 
Jonathan after Dave inexplicably fouled on the 
blue ball, but he made up for it in the next two 
shots to close the game on the pink. 

So at 4:0 after the singles games had 
concluded, we all adjourned next door for ABC's 
curry buffet. Opposition teams always eagerly 
await this gourmet feast, and the USRC were 
happy for the respite from, on occasions, some 
scintillating snooker from the ABC. There was, 
however, a serious note with a quick moment 
of silence and a cheers of glasses to remember 
our fellow snooker player Barry Hill, who had 
sadly recently passed away. Barry had been 
a passionate ABC snooker player with us for 
many years ,and he will be very much missed 
on the baize.

Back to the snooker; we had two more doubles 
games, with the first pitting the partnership of 
Wayne and Ian for ABC vs Cindy and David for 
USRC. Ian had a good break within the opening 
couple of minutes, and steadily added to the 
score when he came to the table. However, 
Wayne had unfortunately gone off the boil and 

also he had to contend with a resurgent Cindy. 
She was scoring, setting snookers and in-
off traps that Wayne fell into. By the time the 
game got to the green ball, the ABC required 3 
snookers and to pot all the balls. Ian amazingly 
managed to get all the snookers required, but 
when Cindy potted the pink ball it was all over.

Now with USRC up on the board, they looked 
determined to push on and win the final game. 
This had Dave and Andy for ABC against 
Winson and Jonathan for USRC. The ABC 
players both made good contributions with their 
breaks and this time weren't giving away points 
in fouls. By the time the game got to the green 
ball, there were two snookers required and 
Andy made sure of no come back from their 
opponents by calmly despatching the brown 
and blue ball. 

Final scores on the evening were 5:1 to ABC, 
and it had been a solid showing of snooker. 
USRC quickly congratulated the ABC team, 
because they acknowledged it had been a 
superior performance and they were graceful in 
defeat. 

This victory was for you, Barry, and for all your 
contributions to ABC snooker over the past two 
decades. 

There are just two matches left for the season, 
along with the 3-cornered snooker match, to 
all be completed before the end of the year. So 
we look forward to the next matches and wish 
USRC all the best in the rest of their matches 
for 2024.

ABC Snooker Society
All levels of snooker players are more than welcome to join. We meet up twice a month 
after work at the ABC for snooker practice, a few drinks and lots of camaraderie. Then 
approximately once every 6 weeks we have a match with another social snooker club 
- giving plenty of opportunity to meet great people from other clubs over a few frames 
of snooker. 

If you would be interested to find out more or join up for one of our snooker 
practices to see for yourself, please reach out to Dave Hilling (ABC snooker 
convener and captain) at davidhilling@hotmail.com; and we look forward 
to adding to our snooker society.
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Coal is, of cause, very “yesterday”. That’s apart 
from it being suspect No. 1 in humanity’s 
cumulative destruction of the planet. So, perhaps 
it’s not surprising that, other than in exercises 
of demonisation, coal is not much in vogue             
just now.

Mind you, I suspect coal has always been kept 
carefully out of most folk’s foci. Nasty, black, 
someone-else-can-do-the-hewing-heaving-
and-stoking sort of stuff that it is. At least, that’s 
one explanation I’ve come up with since I got 
interested in the story of coal and Hong Kong 
six months or so back. How else to explain how 
come historians of HK have resolutely ignored 
the whole topic?

That’s especially so since, to put it at its absolute 
simplest: no coal, no modern Hong Kong.
This wilful obliviousness seems to have been 
around from the get-go. The interesting William 
Tarrant – a typical HK story of how a no-one 
can become a someone once the pond is small 
enough – even went so far as to state baldly 
in 1848, in the 2nd edition of Hong Kong’s first 
who’s who and where’s where, The Hongkong 
Almanack, and Directory,

... small quantities of mineral coal have been 
imported from Formosa and sold at about 15s 
per ton; the supplies 
cannot however yet 
be depended up 
on; Coals imported 
from Sydney 
have found ready 
sale at a similar 
rate, but which is 
hardly sufficient 
to remunerate 
the Importer: the 
number of families 
using Coal in winter 
is however very 
small: the whole 

quantity consumed in Hongkong including 
the barracks during a year, does not probably 
exceed a thousand tons.

What Tarrant was doing there seems to have 
been what all the world and its sister have pretty 
much kept on doing ever since. Pretty much 
pretending that coal didn’t exist and blithely 
ignoring how it got to Hong Kong, where it was 
stored, who distributed it and how, and what 
most of it was for. 

That coal mattered an awful lot more than 
Tarrant seemed to ‘fess up to must have been in-
your-face evident from the get-go. Vanishingly 
few analyses of the First Opium War, that rapine 
begetter of our ex-colonial illegitimate child, 
make the point that it was won by coal. No, not 
stout British tars and red-faced Goddams firing 
lumps of the stuff with their cannons and India 
Pattern Brown Besses. The less obvious role 
of the total of seventeen (yes, 17) steam ships 
that formed a rolling but vital component of the 
British invasion forces. Most people know about 
the HEICS Nemesis. They may have heard of her 
smaller, similarly Liverpool built sister ship the 
HEICS Phlegethon.

But what about the Akbar, Memnon, Vixen, 
Growler, Geyser, Driver, Lightning, Auckland, 
Sesostris, Queen, Hooghly, Pluto, Medusa, 
Proserpine, and Ariadne? OK, they were not all 
in China at once, but at any one time up to a 
dozen were and they made a massive difference, 
because with them the British warships and 
transports were, up to a point, independent of the 
wind. Sure. China’s warships could be propelled 
by sweeps... but not for long, never very quickly 
or very manoeuverably. It was a huge advantage. 

But where was the coal to refuel with? We 
know that Australian and British coal was being 
landed in Singapore and that some ships coaled 
there. But by 1842 coal was being delivered to          
Hong Kong.

Story of the maritime coal trade 

OLD KING COAL – Part 1
By Stephen Davies

“

”
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Figure 1: A Chinese scroll and poem about the Nemesis, which they certainly knew all about.

  

So, coal was important in Hong Kong’s maritime 
world from the start, but where was it stocked? 
Given William Tarrant’s dismissive view of 
quantities, either it must have been out of sight, 
so out of mind; or hiding in plain sight.

It turns out the latter was the case. When Lt 
T.B. Collinson R.E. made his pioneering contour 
survey of the new British annexation in 1844-45, in 
addition to the gorgeous main map he produced, 
he also turned out – well, OK, his draughtsmen 
turned out – five larger scale maps of specific 
areas: Green Island (haven’t a clue), Kellett 
Island (a gun battery and magazine), Saiwan 
and Stanley/Chek Chu (barracks) and ... Central. 
There’s a detail that’s easy to miss, right in the 
heart of town on Queen’s Road, opposite where 
The Landmark now is and occupying the quite 
extensive area to the east of the Harbour Master’s 
Bungalow. As you can see from the detail in Figure 
3, there was quite a coal dump. Doing some back 
of the envelope calculations, my guesstimate is 
that it could hold 3,000-4,000 tons.

Of course, that didn’t last and we pretty much 
lose sight of the where, what and how much 
of coal for the next fifty years. Yep, nearly half 
a century of no-one being at all interested in 
mapping or recording what, even to the stupidest 
colonial bureaucrat (a low bar, frequently 
undershot), was evidently fast becoming the life 
blood of the new colony.

Still, there are traces. As early as 1845 the fairly 
new and aggressively expanding Peninsula 
and Oriental Steam Navigation Co. extended 
its services to Hong Kong with the arrival of the 
Lady Mary Wood. It followed that if any kind 
of regular steam passenger and mail carrying 
service was going to be set up in Hong Kong, 
then there had to be some way of supplying coal 
to get the ship on its way.

Figure 2: Morning Herald, London, 2 February 
1842.

Figure 3: A big coal dump in the exclusive heart 
of Central.
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It turned out that P&O’s solution avoided the 
problem of finding land to use for a coal dump. 
Then as now land was in short supply, especially 
on Hong Kong Island’s steep and rocky north 
coast, so what to do? The answer was to store 
the coal afloat in what is called a coal hulk – that 
is, a ship stripped of its means of moving and 
used simply as a floating warehouse.

The first effort went nowhere when the ex-Danish 
East Asiatic Company’s 1200 ton Frederick VI, 
sent out to Hong Kong in 1847, wrecked near 
Singapore on her way, loaded with 700 tons of 
coal and other stores.
 

It isn’t clear what P&O did next, because it 
wasn’t until 1852 that the Fort William, another 
hulk, arrived in Hong Kong to take up the role of 
coal depot and general store. It served as P&Os 
coal depot until the early 1870s.

Figure 4: The Lady Mary Wood passing Gibraltar, 
homeward bound.

Figure 5: The Frederick VI.

 
There was a close call shortly after the ship 
arrived, when it caught fire. Fortunately the 
blaze was brought under control before it got 
anywhere near the 700 or so tons of coal aboard.

By 1870, according to William Schaw Lindsay, 
P&O – which had also been brokering coal for 
the Royal Navy – was importing 10,000 tons of 
the stuff a year for its burgeoning services.

It wasn’t just the Royal Navy and P&O. The 
demand for coal grew steadily. By 1854, a Mr 
Murrow had a coal dump somewhere around Sai 
Ying Pun to provide the fuel for his small fleet of 
iron dispatch vessels working the Hong Kong to 
Guangzhou route. 

Figure 6: Fire on board the ship “Fort William,” 
at Hong-Kong.

Well before Mr Murrow got going, American 
interests had brought the steamers Midas, Edith 
and Firefly to Hong Kong and opened up a 
regular ferry service. Indeed, demand for steam 
vessels for local waters was sufficiently robust for 
John Lamont – one of the fathers of Aberdeen’s 
Hope and Lamont docks – to build Hong Kong’s 
first steamship, the Queen, at his East Point 
(Causeway Bay) slipway in 1853.

Figure 7: Mr Murrow’s coal godowns.
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So how had the coal trade grown over modern 
Hong Kong’s first thirty years?

As I’ve noted, we can forget about government. 
Hong Kong’s status as a free port was a licence 
for the Harbour Master and other bureaucrats to 
ignore the work of collecting data altogether and 
relax. But happily, Anglo-French rivalry can help 
us a bit.

Enter Charles-Joseph Minard. Minard was 
a pioneer of the graphical presentation of 
statistical data – helping the numbers speak for 
themselves. His most famous exercise was his 

Figure 8: The Queen off the foreign factories, Canton, by Sunqua.

Figure 9: Charles-Joseph Minard.

stunning representation of Napoleon Bonaparte’s 
invasion of Russia and the subsequent 
catastrophic retreat. But like many of his French 
contemporaries, he was also pretty exercised 
by the beastly Brits and their stranglehold on 
maritime trade. They built more ships than 
anyone else. They had more shipping lines going 
to more places. Their arrogant Royal Navy did 
the Britannia waiving the rules thing. But worst 
of all, they completely controlled the vast bulk 
of the world’s mining of and trade in coal – 
without which the steam powering the industrial 
revolution would lose its puff.

The best coal, too: Welsh anthracite that, pound 
for pound, delivered more energy with less 
smoke, ash, and clinker than any other coal on 
the market. Not that there was much, because 
by the 1850s the coal biz was still pretty much in 
its infancy everywhere outside Britain. Sure there 
were huge efforts to catch up, but Britain had a 
huge head start.

To show what this meant, Minard produced 
graphical images of the British export trade in 
coal in 1850, 1860 and 1864, which enable us to 
see how things developed.
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You can see in figure 10 that measurable 
quantities of coal were arriving in China by 1850. 
Minard shows how much by a little figure inset in 
his scaled route ribbon: 

Figure 10: Minard’s 1850 map of the British steam coal (houille anglaise) export trade.

Figure 11: Minard’s figure for the tons of coal, in 
‘000 tons, arriving in Hong Kong in 1850 (27,000 
tons) and 1864 (64,000 tons).

   
One of the interesting side revelations of 
Minard’s data is how, to begin with, coal in Hong 
Kong and in China came to pretty much the 
same thing. By 1860, however, competition from 
Shanghai was heating up and of the 139,000 tons 
of coal exported to China, 75,000 tons – or over 
half of it – were heading up to Shanghai and 
ports on the Yangzi.
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In our main Club, we are committed to sustainability by 
prioritising bottled drinks that can help reduce CO2 emissions 
and promote a high returnable rate. By choosing beverages in 
reusable bottles, we not only minimise waste but also support 
eco-friendly practices that align with our mission of providing 
environmentally responsible F&B services. This initiative not 
only enhances our Member experience but also contributes to 
a healthier planet.

Making every sip a step 
towards a greener future
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F&B PROMOTION

DOMAINE CAZES EGO BLANC 2022

The entire
domaine became a
certified Organic
and Biodynamic

estate.

DOMAINE CAZES EGO ROUGE 2021

A beautiful biodynamic blend of Syrah, Grenache and
Mourvèdre from the southernmost region of France.
Critics describe its "cheerful blueberry fruit and a drying
lick of spice’ and its ‘explosion of fruit and spices, mixed
with the right amount of tannins

This refreshing and crispy red wine shows delicate red
fruits aromas. On the palate, these are melted with
leather and liquorice notes with soft and velvet tannins.
This is a round and rich wine with a wonderful balance as
well as a nice and refreshing acidity. Long finish slightly
with hints of black pepper.

Wine of the Month
December 2024

HKD 98/ BY THE GLASS
HKD 390/ BY BOTTLE

Beer & Wine of the Month Promotion - December

Beer & Wine of the Month Promotion - November 
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F&B PROMOTIONS

November Booking at 2552 8182 or 
email to booking@abclubhk.com

Scan to Book

Seafood BBQ Semi-Buffet 
Dinner
(With complimentary wine 
tasting)
The Galley & The Patio
Saturday, 16 November l 6 pm
Price:	 $338 Adult
		  $288 For members over 65 of age
		  $238 Child (3-12yrs)

To commemorate the arrival of autumn, 
Chef Paul will be hosting ABC's beloved and 
appetising BBQ on the Grill – and we invite 
you to join us! Feast on a wide selection of 
dishes, ranging from mouth-watering steaks, 
seafood, and sausages to an assortment 
of hot and cold items, as well as a carvery 
station and delectable desserts. And the best 
part? It's all-you-can-eat, so indulge to your 
heart's content!

Chinese Cuisine Buffet
The Galley & The Patio
Saturday, 23 November l 6 pm
Price:	 $338 Adult
		  $288 For members over 65 of age
		  $238 Child (3-12yrs)

Come and be part of a memorable evening! 
Our renowned Chinese Chef Po will amaze 
you with his inventive dishes. He will be 
leading the live cooking session on the Patio, 
serving up Northern Chinese delicacies to 
mark the arrival of the Winter season. This 
event is a must-not-miss!
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December Booking at 2552 8182 or 
email to booking@abclubhk.com

Scan to Book

Thanksgiving Sparkling Dinner 
The Four Peaks Restaurant
Thursday, 28 November l 7 pm
Price:	 $598 only (free flow Sparkling 	
		          Wines) 
	 $398 Kids (12-18 yrs old) 
	 $298 Child (under 12 yrs old)

What better way to celebrate Thanksgiving 
Day with your friends and family other than 
with Sparkles! There will be a very special 
menu designed to celebrate the beginning 
of the festive season!

Shabu Shabu 
Shinjuku Hotpot Buffet
(With Free-Flow Options)
The Galley & The Patio
Saturday, 30 November l 6 pm
Price:	 $338 Adult
		  $288 For members over 65 of age
		  $238 Child (3-12yrs)

All you can eat shabu shabu hotpot with 
wide selection of premium seafood and meat 
dishes!
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F&B PROMOTIONS
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Member Name: ____________________________________________	 Membership Number: _____________________________________

Tel No: (Office) ____________________________________________ 	 (Home) _________________________________________________

Delivery Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Delivery Date: ______________________________________ 	 Member Signature: ________________________________________________

Total amount will be charged to Member’s account. Order accepted by email or in person. Email: bar@abclubhk.com 
FREE delivery will be offered for purchase over HK$2,000, pls allow 3 working days for delivery. All wines are subject to availability.

Mr. / Ms / Mrs.

Home Wine Delivery November 2024
Free Wine Tasting (Saturday, 16 November) 6:30pm - 8:30pm

SPARKLING WINE  Price Qty Amount

Albert Bichot Cremant de Bourgogne Blanc de Blancs "PURE" NV – Burgundy, France 
Very fine, even bubbles. Discreet hints of white blossoms and a nice minerality. It is lively and the mouth is 
fresh and delicate.

$360

Jean-Noel Haton Reserve Brut NV - Champagne, France 
The delicate fragrances of white peaches, citrus fruit and orange blossom develop, followed by notes of 
hazelnuts and sweet spices. Mouthfeel: full-bodied and generous in the mouth with a superb retro-olfaction 
of fresh fruit.

$560

WHITE WINE  Price Qty Amount

Joel Gott Gruner Veltliner 2019 – California, USA      
Aromas of Bartlett pear, white pepper and notes of fresh honey. On the palate, crisp acidity and citrus notes 
are followed by ripe, fruit flavors on the mid-palate with a hint of spice and a refreshing finish with notes of 
butterscotch.

$250

Pierro Semillon Sauvignon Blanc LTC 2023 – Margaret River, Australia      
Fresh, delicate and vibrant fruit aromas and flavours, sees a small amount of barrel ferment that adds a 
creamy texture. Plenty of passionfruit and citrus flavours on the palate with a subtle hint of cut grass.

$298

S.A. Prum Wehlen Riesling Trocken 2019 – Mosel, Germany      
Candy sugar, slate savouriness and kitchen herbs on the nose, a hint of honey. On the palate, the wine is 
light in extract and alcohol, in the style of a dry Kabinett, with surprisingly subtle acidity.

$360

RED WINE  Price Qty Amount

Mendel Malbec 2021 – Mendoza, Argentina
The wine is full-bodied, dense, deep and chewy with flavors of black raspberry, plums, roasted herbs, and 
mint. 

$298

Cesari JEMA Corvina 2016 – Veneto, Itay
There are layers of barbecue smoke, mahogany and cumin, and these rich aromas dovetail into inky black 
fruit. This is a bold expression with big textural richness over a short mid-palate.

$350

Damilano Barolo Lecinquevigne DOCG 2017 – Piedmont, Italy
An intense bouquet, with tertiary notes of rose, leather, tobacco and emerging notes of violet and tar. The 
palate is ample and embracing, with prevailing impressions of a soft, persistent long finish.

$560

Decoy Limited Pinot Noir 2019 – Sonoma, USA
This alluring Pinot Noir offers vibrant aromas of red cherry and raspberry, as well as hints of savory spices 
and forest floor. On the palate, silky smooth tannins and refined notes of toasted French oak accentuate the 
lush flavors, while carrying the wine to an elegant red berry and spice finish.

$450

 **Please Note: The listed items do not qualify against minimum monthly F&B charges**  Grand 
Total:
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Pleasure Vessel Grade II Operator Certificate Courses 
(Part A master, Part B engineer)

Part A (Master)
Dates	 :	 14, 15 November 2024
Times	 : 	 7:00pm to 10:30pm
Syllabus	 :	 Rules, Lights, Shapes, Buoyage and Signals, Seamanship, Local knowledge and the Laws of Hong Kong Fire & 
		  gas precautions.
Cost	 :	 HK$2,200 for member/person/course.	 HK$2,800 for non-member/person/course.

Part B (Engineer)
Dates	 :	 21, 22 November 2024
Times	 :	 7:00pm to 10:30pm
Syllabus	 :	 Engine general construction, Diesel & Petrol fuel, fuel systems, electrical systems, ignition systems, Lubrication, 
		  cooling & pumps, transmission systems, operation & maintenance, fire & gas precautions.
Cost	 : 	 HK$2,200 for member/person/course.	 HK$2,800 for non-member/person/course.

Notes:
1.	 Students who attend these two courses will be required to sit their examinations at the  PEAK Examination Centre, Vocational 	
	 Training Council (“VTC”) after completion of the course.  Successful candidates after they get the license which issued by 		
	 Marine Dept. will be entitled to operate a vessel in Hong Kong waters up to 15 metres in length with engines of any power.

2. 	Courses are entirely theoretical for the relative examination.  Practical boating is not required for the examination.

3. 	Examinations are normally held on selected weekdays, you may register your examinations to the PEAK Examination Centre 	
	 (“VTC”) by post or online registration. Document required for the examination application:- a ready examination application 	
	 form, a copy of your identity document, examination fee HK$1,100 (HK$550 for Part A and HK$550 for Part B), cheque 		
	 payable to "Vocational Training Council" .  There will be a minimum of 5 students and a maximum of 20 students/course.  If 	
	 there is insufficient support for a course, that course will be cancelled and those already enrolled will be informed accordingly.  	
	 Members who responded to the initial inquiry and whose names are held on file will be given priority.

4. 	Course Instructor: Alan Chau.

5. 	Please forward the completed application form(s) to Ms Cobo Liu by email mbs@abclubhk.com or by post or hand to the 
	 Admin Office of the Club.

6. 	For applying the examinations to the PEAK Examination Centre (“VTC”), please visit https://www.peak.edu.hk/exam/en/md 	
	 for more information. 
  	
	 Eye test certificate requirement: https://www.mardep.gov.hk/en/forms/pdf/md687.pdf

	 Note: Get your eye test certificate before booking the examinations

	 The address of the PEAK Examination Centre (“VTC”).:  
	 VTC Tower, 27 Wood Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
	 Tel. no. 2919 1467 Email : cpdc@vtc.edu.hk
 
	 N.B. Before booking and fixing your examination date, you have to allow enough time for finishing all the model questions, 	
	 so as to prepare the examinations efficiently. 



Pleasure Vessel Grade II Operator Certificate Courses 
Application form

Part A (Master)

Surname: Mr/Mrs/Ms ____________________________________ 	 Forename(s): ____________________________________

Account number: ____________________	 Telephone: (Mobile) ____________________	 (Office): ______________________

Fax: _______________________________	 Email: ______________________________________________________________

Please enroll me on the course for Part A (Masters) to be held at 7:00pm – 10:30pm
(   )   14, 15 November 2024	 Thursday & Friday

Please debit my account with $2,200. -

For Non-Member please include a cheque with $2,800. Payable to Aberdeen Boat Club Ltd.
Address: 20 Shum Wan Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong.

Signature			   Date

__________________________________________________	 _______________________________________________

Part B (Engineer)

Surname: Mr/Mrs/Ms ____________________________________ 	 Forename(s): ____________________________________

Account number: ____________________	 Telephone: (Mobile) ____________________	 (Office): ______________________

Fax: _______________________________	 Email: ______________________________________________________________

Please enroll me on the course for Part B (Engineer) to be held at 7:00pm – 10:30pm.
(   )   21, 22 November 2024	 Thursday & Friday

Please debit my account with $2,200. -

For Non-Member please include a cheque with $2,800. Payable to Aberdeen Boat Club Ltd.
Address : 20 Shum Wan Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong

Signature			   Date

__________________________________________________	 _______________________________________________
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